North End News

WINTER 2013-2014

WELCOME TO WINTER!
It’s been some time since we’ve started the season with such a robust
amount of snowfall allowing grooming and track setting in the first
week of December. After perhaps the longest season in recent
memory, it’s encouraging to see this pattern continue. Now if it only
continues like this for a few more years...
The two consecutive eight-inch snowfalls on top of a couple inches
over Thanksgiving plus several subsequent smaller snowfalls were
rolled twice and have received regular grooming to begin to
consolidate the base and try to firm things up.
Grooming with light equipment as we do, it takes
a while before the trail surface gets to that firm
consistency that makes for great skiing. But when
you look at the calendar and at the generally flat
and smooth trail surfaces, we are quite happy with
where we are. A good base, enough snow to set a
full depth track, and skiing on good skis from day
one – what more could we ask for (besides
temperatures above zero)?

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
Speaking of volunteers – we are in a big need
for more volunteers for this year’s North End
Classic. We have been very fortunate in the
past to have had the assistance of students
from the Wisconsin Wilderness Campus on
Lake Owen. The closing of that program last
year has left a considerable void in our
volunteer base. WWC students, anywhere
from 12 to 20, helped with parking, finish line,
food stations, and the Cookie Classic. It will
take some effort to fill all those volunteer
spots, so if you are available on Sunday,
February 9, please consider helping out for a
couple of hours. It’s a good time and you will
receive a race hat, soup at the Rivers Eatery,
and chances in the random drawings. Contact
rbergin@cheqnet.net if you are able to help.

THIS YEAR’S TRAIL WORK
Work on the trails this fall was relatively light compared
to most years and definitely compared to last year.
Nonetheless, much was accomplished in tending to a few
problem areas and generally preparing the trails for the
season. We always have downed trees to remove from
the trails, which is often the first task starting as early as
late summer and continuing through the fall, depending
on weather and wind events. These trees also provide
most of our firewood for the North End cabin.
Thanks to Tom “The Tree Surgeon” Cogbill and Jim “The
Woodsman” Anderson for their efforts cutting and
clearing the trails. Jim also did a yeoman’s job hauling,
splitting, and stacking a lot of wood.
Our fall workday saw over 15 people brave cold, rainy, and
sometimes snowy weather to perform a lot of tasks about
the cabin, trailhead, and on the trails. The conditions did
temper some the work that was able to be done, but the
woodshed has never been fuller and most other
important tasks were completed. In addition, working
independently, Connie “The Queen of Kindling” Meek
once again split enough kindling to fill the shed to the gills
and Metro “I do, do windows” Maznio washed the cabin
windows to a sparkling gleam.
With the classic trail now complete, we did not have any
single trail project to tackle this year, which allowed
attention to be paid to smaller improvements about the
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system. We have annually hired Dan Moore of Wilde River
Landscaping to assist with trail work. Dan is a highly
skilled and efficient equipment operator who always
understands exactly what we need done. Among the
projects Dan helped us with were removing a few big
rocks, two minor tweaks to the NE Classic Trail to smooth
out the flow, widening three spots on the NE Trail
including opening the B Cutoff junction, cleaning up a
new alternate route at 10K on the Korte, and repairing the
trail tread on the Classic that was rutted up during
logging operations. Additional handwork was done to
clean up other logging impacts on
the southeast portion of the
Classic.
Thanks to a great
volunteer crew that worked
behind the machine to do finish
work: Tom Rowley, Jim Anderson,
Charlie Evenson, and John
Uffenbeck. And thanks to Jan
“The Mulcher” Berlin who spread
hay on the newly
graded and seeded
segments of trail.
Apologies to anyone
who volunteered for
any of these efforts
whose
name
was
omitted.
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SNOWSHOE TRAIL
NEWS
A couple of notable changes have occurred or are
planned for the North End Snowshoe Trails. There’s a
new re-route taking the Ridge snowshoe trail off the
North End Classic ski trail near the west junction with
the Bearpaw. The trail now meanders up and over the
adjacent hill to the south and reconnects atop the next
hill to the northeast. Thanks to Irv “The Pathfinder”
and Jan (sorry, only one nickname per
volunteer) Berlin for laying out the
reroute and installing new signs.
You might also notice some pin flags
along the side hill on the east side of
the Ridge Trail as it returns to the
ridge overlooking the cabin.
A
significant reroute last year placed
the trail down on the side hill
because of the construction of the last segment the
North End Classic Trail as it returns to the cabin area.
The hillside is quite steep in places and walking can be
awkward until a solid platform of snow is built up. The
good news is that this
segment
of
trail
is
scheduled to be bench cut
and built out by CAMBA
next season to provide a
better bike route, as the
North End Classic trail also
now uses a segment of the
former Ojibwe bike trail
through this area. This
work will provide a wider,
level walking surface and
will
make
a
great
snowshoe trail.

GROOMING UPDATES
The North End Club is fortunate to have a large corps
of grooming volunteers who have collectively amassed
a considerable amount of experience. Late last season
we welcomed Irv Berlin to the crew and this fall Rick
Carpenter joined our ranks as well. The balance of our
crack grooming team includes: Lon Anderson, Ron
Bergin, Tom Cogbill, Joe Jenkins, Metro Maznio, Dave
Tomasula, Bill Ton, and John Uffenbeck.
After a lot of years of use, it was necessary to invest
about $500 in an assortment of repairs and
improvements to our Tidd Tech G2 groomer, including
new roller wheels and
bearings, two new flap
assemblies, two set bolts
for the actuator bar, and a
weld to repair the frame.
Thanks to Joe Jenkins who
helped with a lot of these
repairs.

THE MAMMALS HAVE LANDED
It’s been a long time coming, but our cooperative project with the Cable
Natural History Museum, affectionately known as the “Mammal Project,” has
taken a major step forward. This project includes the installation 22 life-sized
wood cutouts of most of the smaller and larger woodland mammals that
populate the North End area. These very attractive renderings were
constructed by Al Gilberg and students from Drummond High School under
the direction of museum naturalist and educator Emily Stone. More than
simple silhouettes, these stylish and attractive cutouts were additionally woodburned by Donna Post and other museum volunteers to add depth and
perspective and were varnished by Beda McKinney. Plans call for printed
interpretive information written by museum interns
Brandon Bowey and Gretchen Cheir and edited by
Sara Boles with sketches by museum naturalist/
educator Katie Connolly to support the on-trail
mammals. Thanks to Ron Caple for initiating the
project and everyone who pitched in to help make
this possible, and also to George Welk for tastefully
installing them in their natural settings.
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NORTH END MASTERS CLINICS
CONTINUE
For the past couple of seasons the North End Ski Club has sponsored a
popular and successful Masters’s training clinic. Our coach, Bill Pierce, has
moved on to a full-time coaching position
with CXC. Fortunately, Mike Mandli has now
retired to the area and has stepped in and
volunteered his time to continue the
program. A terrific dry land session kicked
off the series of seven clinics on November
16 at the North End Trailhead. Six more onsnow sessions are scheduled through the
season on Thursday evenings under the
lights at OO. There was a terrific response
to the clinics with over 30 people signing up.
A big thanks to Mike Mandli for taking this
on.

LET’S HEAR IT
FOR THE
LAND OWNERS
The vast majority of the North End
trails lie on Bayfield County Forest.
We have been fortunate over the
years to enjoy a very positive
relationship with the county, which
has allowed us to build and
maintain the trails as well as the
buildings that comprise the North
End Trailhead.
In addition, and it may not be well
known, we also use a portion of
private
land
to
provide
a
connection for the North End
Classic on the southeast corner of
the trail. For the past five years we
have had an agreement, which was
recently renewed, with landowner
Don Ludzack, who has graciously
granted permission to cross his
land.
A big thanks to Bayfield County
and Don Ludzack for allowing us to
use of their land for the great North
End Trails.

PAINTBALL BIATHLON FUN
On Sunday, March 3 the North End Ski Club hosted the first-ever North End Paintball Biathlon. Great snow and
late season conditions provided a perfect backdrop for this fun event. The purpose in part was to hold a test
event to learn what we needed to do to successfully stage an event of this nature. Under the leadership of Ned
Zuelsdorf, Irv Berlin, and Ron Bergin the event came off quite successfully. Conflicts with a couple regional youth
skiing events limited participation, but under the circumstances it was good learning experience and we gained
valuable knowledge about course and shooting range set-up and the flow of competition. Perhaps the most
significant thing we learned was the volunteer-intense nature of this event, as there are many details that must
be addressed to properly monitor and manage racer flow, shooting, scoring, and timing.
Subsequent to the event we agreed to hold off on staging a future event due to the amount of volunteers required
among other reasons.
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NORTH END CLASSIC BEATS THE WEATHER FOR
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT
Despite an ominous weather forecast that caused many potential and registered racers to head home early, the
13th annual North End Classic came off without a hitch on Sunday, February 10, 2013. A series of small snowfalls
over the two weeks preceding the race coupled with masterful grooming by the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation provided near ideal skiing and racing conditions throughout the North End Ski Trails.
The forecasted freezing rain and heavy snow did not
materialize until about noon, by which time most
racers had finished and those remaining only saw a
little rain. By the time the rain turned to heavy wet
snow, everyone had finished, enjoyed post-race
camaraderie and hot soup at the Rivers Eatery in
Cable, and were on their way home.
While the forecast put a slight damper on the
number of skiers participating, the 180 hearty souls
who toed the line marveled at the course conditions
and spoke very highly of the race organization; their
spirits were not diminished.
Competition
was
keen
with
outstanding
performances turned in in both the 12.5 km and 25
km events held on the North End Ski Trails. In the
12.5 km race all top-three male finishers averaged
less than three minutes per kilometer with Adam
Martin of Wausau, Wis., taking top honors finishing
at 34:42. He was followed only 15 seconds back at
34:57 by Nicholas Power of Duluth, Minn. Third place
went to Joshua Tesch, also of Duluth, who clocked
in at 36:19.
For the women, Rachel Peterson of Hastings, Minn.,
age 15, blazed through at 50:29. Second place
honors in the women’s 12.5 km went to Victoria
Shreve of Ironwood, Mich., at 56:36 with Lori
Steinbach of Cedarburg, Wis., taking third at 1:00:02.

Kelly Skillicorn from Winona, Minn., a regular visitor
to the top of the podium at local and regional events,
thoroughly dominated the women’s field of the 25
km North End Classic finishing over five and a half
minutes ahead of her nearest competition at 1:26:16.
Lindsay Wallis of Duluth, Minn., came second at
1:31:44. There was an intense battle for third place
as Julie Meyer of Seeley, Wis., snagged the final spot
on the podium at 1:36:30 after skiing the entire race
with Xena Huff of Minneapolis, Minn., and former
North End Classic champion Michelle Flanagan-Haag
of Duluth, Minn., who placed fourth and fifth
respectively.
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Photos by Kelly Randolph

Ryan Wright of Duluth, Minn., put on a brilliant
display of speed taking victory in the 25 km North
End Classic in a time of 1:16:09. Almost a minute and
a half back, perennial top finisher Jonathan Rulseh
of Ironwood, Mich., took second at 1:17:28. Rounding
out the top three on the men’s podium was Blaise
Sopiwnik of Washburn, Wis., at 1:18:45.
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Immediately following the start of the two longer distance races, a pack of young skiers ages 3 to 12 had their
turn skiing in the .5km, 1 km, or 2 km Cookie Classic.

Photo by Kelly Randolph

The North End Classic is made possible through the assistance of many local individual volunteers and groups
and organizations including the Namakagon Fire Department, American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation, Wisconsin
Wilderness Campus, Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival, and members of the National Mountain Bike Patrol.
The North End Classic also extends a hearty thank you to the following area businesses and organizations for
their sponsorship support: Major Sponsors: Mt.
Borah, Ideal Market/Rivers Eatery, American
Birkebeiner. Event Sponsors: Cable Area Chamber
of Commerce, New Moon Ski and Bike Shop, United
Church of Christ, Woodland Realty & Development.
Associate Sponsors: Cable Chiropractic Clinic,
Coop’s Pizza Parloure,
Hayward Area Memorial
Hospital/Water’s Edge,
King Realty, Outdoor
Ventures, State Bank of
Drummond,
Tailwind
Nutrition. Supporting
A
KORTELOPET
Sponsors:
Bayfield
SPECIAL PREMIUM ITEM TO FIRST 200 REGISTERED 25K & 12.5K RACERS
QUALIFIER!
**POST-RACE MEAL FOR ALL RACERS**
Electric, Cresthill Resort,
Delta Diner, Garmisch
25K and 12.5K Classic Technique Races
USA,
Mogasheen
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2014 • 10:00 AM
Resort, Northern Native
START AND FINISH AT NORTH END TRAIL HEAD, CABLE, WI
Plantscapes, Norvado,
Fees: $35 until Jan. 31 • $40 until Feb. 8 • $45 on Race Day
Rasmussen’s Plumbing
Youth Rate (under 18): $20 in advance - $25 on Race day
and
Heating,
The
Register on-line at https://register.bazumedia.com/reg/form?eventID=5878
Download a pdf form at www.norwiski.com/pdf/northend-classic.pdf
Riverside Motel, Up
Info: North End Ski Club, P.O. Box 192, Cable, WI 54821 • (715) 798-3599
North Retreats.

NORTH END CLASSIC 2014 EDITION TO RUN ON
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
The 2014 North End Classic will take place on Sunday, February 9 at the North End Trailhead. Little will change
for this year’s event – why mess with success? Registration will once again take place on Saturday evening and
Sunday morning at the Rivers Eatery. Grooming will be provided by the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation
and all racers will receive a custom Mt. Borah ski hat and hot soup and a roll at the Rivers Eatery following the
race. A special thanks to all of the sponsors who have committed to
supporting this year’s race. All past participants will receive a race entry form
by mail. A form is included as part of this newsletter, or you may register
online at https://register.bazumedia.com/reg/form?eventID=5878.

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

Already a busy weekend on the local race calendar, with the Hayward Lions
Pre-Birkie on Saturday and North End Classic on Sunday, this year the area
will also host the Wisconsin State High School Championship on the Telemark
Trails on Saturday and Sunday.

EVENT SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

COOKIE CLASSIC

MAJOR SPONSORS
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COOP’S PIZZA PARLOURE • DELTA DINER
HAYWARD AREA MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL/RIVER’S EDGE
KING REALTY • OUTDOOR VENTURES
STATE BANK OF DRUMMOND
TAILWIND NUTRITION
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ANDRY RASMUSSEN & SONS
BAYFIELD ELECTRIC
CRESTHILL RESORT • GARMISCH, USA
MOGASHEEN RESORT
NORTHERN NATIVE PLANTSCAPES
THE RIVERSIDE MOTEL
SAWMILL SALOON/MOOSELIPS JAVA JOINT
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A
KORTELOPET
QUALIFIER!

Sunday, February 9, 2014
25km & 12.5km Classic Races • Cookie Classic Kids Races
Start Time: 10:00 AM • Start and Finish: North End Trail Head, Cable, WI
Registration: Sat., Feb. 8, 4:00-7:30 PM & Sun., Feb. 9, 7:30-9:00 AM at the Ideal Market/Rivers Eatery
Food, Age Class Awards & Random Drawing Pick-up following the race at the Ideal Market/Rivers Eatery
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR OWN CLOTHING BAG FOR WARM-UPS & POST-RACE CLOTHING.
BAGS WILL BE TRANSPORTED FROM THE START TO FINISH.

ENTRY FEES: $35.00 UNTIL JANUARY 31 • $40.00 UNTIL FEBRUARY 8 • $45.00 ON RACE DAY

COOKIE Classic is free!!!

Mt. Borah ski hat to first 200 registered 25km & 12.5km racers.

YOUTH RATES (UNDER AGE 18): $20 per person in advance – $25 per person on race day
SKIERʼS RELEASE: I, _____________________________________________________________, know that cross country skiing is an action sport carrying significant risk of
serious personal injury, death or property damage. I also know that there are natural, mechanical, and environmental conditions and risks which independently or in combination
with my activities may cause property damage, or severe or even fatal injuries. I agree that I alone am responsible for my safety while participating in this event. I specifically
acknowledge that the following persons or entities including the ski area, the promoters, the sponsors, the organizers, the officials and any agent, representative, officer,
director, employee, member or affiliate of any person or entity named above are not responsible for my safety. I specifically RELEASE and DISCHARGE, in advance, those
parties from any and all liability whether known or unknown, even that liability which may arise out of negligence or carelessness on the part of persons or entities mentioned
above. I agree to accept all responsibilities for the risks, conditions, and hazards which may occur whether they now be known or unknown. I certify that I am physically fit,
have trained sufficiently for participation in this event and have not been advised otherwise by a qualified medical person.
I further agree to forever HOLD HARMLESS and INDEMNIFY all persons and entities identified above, generally and specially from any and all liability for death,
personal injury or property damage, resulting in any way from my participation in this event. Parent must sign if under age 18.

❑ Amount Paid___________

❑ 25km Race

❑ 12.5km Race

Cookie Classic

❑ .5k Race

❑ 1k Race

❑ 2k Race

Sign Here ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date ___________________________________
(parent must sign if under 18)

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________Date of Birth ______/______/______
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________________
Phone _____________________________________E-mail______________________________________ Sex: Male
Checks should be payable to: North End Ski Club
Mail to: North End Ski Club, P.O. Box 192, Cable, WI 54821
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Female

Age (on 2/9/14)__________

For further information: 715/798-3599
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NEW GROOMING EQUIPMENT NEEDED NEXT
SEASON – FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN STARTS NOW
At seven years old and over 9,600 km of use, the
North End snowmobile has served us well. It is
getting to the age, however, when things can start
to go wrong mechanically. We had initially intended
to replace it every few years, depending on our
finances. Last year the focus was the construction
of our new groomer garage, so we delayed the
purchase of a new grooming machine.
It is, however, time. A new snowmobile of similar
size and capability will cost in the range of $11,000.
It will also be necessary to retro-fit the sled with
aftermarket skis, work lighting, wiring to run the grooming implements, and a
hitch. This will run close to an additional thousand dollars. Another option under consideration is to purchase an
ATV with tracks. This type of machine has been successfully employed on trail systems across the country. It has
the added advantage of being able to be used as a summer trail maintenance vehicle for mowing, trail clearing,
sign maintenance, hauling firewood, and other tasks. It costs a bit more ($2,000-$3,000) when fully outfitted
for grooming, but the flexibility is an attractive consideration.
In addition, we need a trailer to transport these vehicles when they need to be brought in for service or moved
to another location. Of course, if there’s a trailer out there that fits our needs that someone would like to donate
to the club, we’d be more than happy to
accept it.

I would like to contribute to the

The club has raised enough to pay for
approximately half the cost of this new
equipment, leaving our total fund raising
goal approximately $8,000-10,000. We
need to begin fund raising now to be
ready to make these purchases in time for
the 2014-15 season.

NORTH END GROOMING EQUIPMENT FUND
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________
Phone:

We would greatly appreciate your support
in helping us reach our fund raising goal.
Please direct contributions to: North End
Ski Club, P.O. Box 192, Cable, WI 54821 and
indicate Grooming Equipment. Thanks.

______________________________________________
Please send to:

North End Ski Club
P.O. Box 192
Amount: ______________________________________________
Cable, WI 54821
Email: ________________________________________________

DON WOLTER
REMEMBERED
With the sudden passing of Don Wolter this past spring,
the North End community lost a long-time member and
friend. Don was a fixture at our event and a regular
participant in many local events. He thoroughly enjoyed
cross country skiing and was the well-respected, long-time
Nordic ski coach at Robbinsdale Armstrong High School
in Plymouth, Minn. He loved to travel and in 2004 joined a
few of his ski buddies in the Rajalta Rajalle-hiihto, the 440kilometer border to border ski across Finland.
Always warm, friendly, and engaged in our efforts Don will
be sincerely missed. Our condolences go out to Don’s
family and friends.
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OTHER NEWS: TELEMARK SOLD & BIRKIE TRAIL FEE
There’s been a lot in the news this year about the status of Telemark Resort. With the purchase of the property
by Mt. Telemark LLC, there have been a lot of questions about the future and status of the trails on the property.
And while this has no significant bearing on the current status of our efforts at the North End, there may be
future implications, depending on how everything ultimately shakes out. Among the many scenarios circulating
is a possible land trade with Bayfield County for some of the forested land west and south of the Telemark ski
hills. If this comes to pass and no other entity takes on grooming the trails, this could provide an opportunity for
the North End to adopt a few segments of trails that already interconnect the North End system. It is far too
early and it would be premature to speculate further until the ownership situation is finalized. Currently, the only
grooming taking place at or around Telemark includes the Kortelopet
racecourse by the American Birkebeiner and the Fever Trail by CXC to
provide a race course for a Junior Olympic Qualifier and the State High
NORTH END SKI CLUB
School meet.
P.O. Box 192
In Sawyer County, the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation requested a
change in the Birkie Trail access fee, which has been approved by the
Sawyer County Board, that changes from a per-car parking fee to a perperson trail fee. Individual fees will be $10 per day with an annual
individual trail fee of $50. Youth rates, 12-18, will be $5 and $25
respectively. Skiing will be free for under age 12. A family fee of $125 will
cover two adults and any number of children. These fees are in keeping
with similar fees around the state and the country. It should be noted that
at this time this does not apply to the North End Trailhead and the current
parking system remains in place. If you've already purchased a parking
pass,
you
are
covered
for
this
year.
See
http://www.birkie.com/news_article/show/322375?referrer_id=104650
for more details. This season will obviously be one of transition as the
logistics, implementation, and enforcement of this new program take
shape and are put into place.



Cable, WI 54821
www.norwiski.com/northend
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ron Bergin . . . . . . . . . . . President
Allison Slavick . . . . . Vice President
Kasse Tomasula . . . . . . . . Secretary
John Uffenbeck . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Lon Anderson. . . . . . . . . . Director
Ron Caple . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Bruce Manske. . . . . . . . . . Director

HAVE Y
RENEW OU
ED?



North End Ski Club


MEMBERSHIP FORM



All members receive periodic mailings informing them of progress and other developments, invitations to Club ski and other social events,
opportunity to vote for the board of directors, opportunity to serve on the board of directors, and opportunity to attend and participate in the Club
annual meeting in April. Most of all, you will have the knowledge that you have been part of an historic development, one which will have
significant long term benefits, not only for you as a skier, but for the entire Cable area.

❏ YES!
❏ YES!

I would like to RENEW my membership!
I would like to become a NEW member!

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
Individual Member - $15.00
Business Member - $40.00

❏
❏

Family Member - $25.00
Premium Member - $75.00

❏
❏

Iʼd like to make an additional donation of $___________

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street_____________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________________________________
State________________________ Zip ____________
Telephone ______________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________
Please clip and mail with your check to: North End Ski Club, P.O. Box 192, Cable, WI 54821
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Thank You!
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